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FROM BLOCK BOOKS TO BASKIN: ARTISTS AS ILLUSTRATORS 
May 13 *- August 17, 1986 


A selection of approximately one hundred twenty prints and drawings on 
literary themes will be exhibited in the Prints and Drawings Galleries of The 
Cleveland Museum of Art from May 13 to August 17, 1986. Chosen from the Museum’s 
permanent collection, the works demonstrate how nearly forty artists from the 15th 
through the 20th centuries have portrayed subjects from the Bible, myth and legend, 
and popular literature; the works also show the evolution of printmaking from 
early woodcuts to recent lithographs and screenprints . 

Artists represented include master printmakers Albrecht Diirer (1471-1528) and 
William Nicholson (1872-1949) and artists such as Edouard Manet (1832-1883) and 
Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) who are remembered for their works in other media. Among 
the earliest works on view will be an illustration from a Netherlandish block book 
Apocalypse (1460-70) , so called because text and illustration were carved into the 
same block of wood. Recent works relying on photographic processes include screen- 
prints of the series "Alice” by Peter Blake (b. 1932). Noteworthy American examples 
are Winslow Homer’s wood engravings for Harper ’ s Weekly and George Bellows’ litho- 
graphs for The Wind Bloweth published in Century Magazine . 

From Block Books to Baskin was organized by Karen Smith Shafts, assistant 
in the Museum’s Department of Prints and Drawings. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public Information 
Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 
216/421-7340. 


